HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Howden Town Council held on Tuesday 19 March 2019 at 7 pm in the Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden.
Present:

Councillors R Blee, C Burton, R Drury, R Hart, A Martinson, A Morris, A Parkin, D Patrick, H Pears, H Roberts (Chair), C Thackray, E Ward, A Wilson.
In attendance:
ERY Cllr Bayram, Peter Smurthwaite (PBS Construction), Contract Engineer (ERYC),  Amarjeot Padda (Senior Engineer ERYC Highways) and three members of the public.
Clerk:


Allison Milner 
Min 1944
Declaration of interest

1944.1  No interests were declared.

1944.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.

Min 1945
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 19 February 2019
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Min 1946
Roadworks from Hull Road to Pinfold Street 
The Chair welcomed Amarjeot Padda from ERYC and Peter Smurthwaite from PBS Construction to discuss the roadworks above.  Phase one had started.  Roads would be closed and parking would be moved accordingly to ensure that residents still had some parking wherever possible during the works.  Buses would be re-routed to avoid the works.  School buses would not be affected in the morning, but may be delayed and re-routed at the end of the school day.  Signs were to be displayed making it clear that all businesses were open as usual during the road works.
More updates and information would be given to the Clerk in a timely manner for distribution to the public.
Min 1947
Ashes 5K/10K Run

It was requested that the Ashes 5k/10k run be allowed to run through the Marsh Local Nature Reserve. It would be on the evening of 7th August. It would start and finish in the Ashes and was envisaged to bring people into the town with a maximum of 200 to 250 participants running the race.   Concern was expressed that the boardwalk could potentially be a hazard as it was narrow and uneven but the Council was reassured that it would be well marshalled and numbers would thin out by the time runners were going through the Marsh.  It was agreed to approve providing Run Britain provided insurance which would indemnify any damage on the Marsh or injury caused on the Marsh during the event.  Further information would be needed regarding insurance. Any volunteers for marshalling the event would be welcome.
Min 1948
Councillor Expenses

Howden Town Council does not have an expenses schedule, although member’s expenses are in the budget every year.  This will therefore be referred to the RAM Committee for further review.  There is also no provision for catering for Councillors who are carers or who have dependents.  These Councillors have to pay for carers to attend meetings.  This could discourage people to apply to be Councillors in the future. This is also being referred to RAM for amending and inclusion.

Min 1949
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting
The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 5 March 2019 were received.
Min 1950
Ashes Trust

Minutes from the Ashes Trust Meetings held on 21 January 2019.
Min 1951
Action Log
1951.1
Changing Places – ERYC liaising with the land owners to agree a way forward.  Awaiting further update.
1951.2
Sign at the Ashes – Cllr Roberts spoke with Mr Hartford with regards to moving this forward.  
Min 1951
Promoting Howden
1951.1
Cllr Martinson reported that the Tour de Yorkshire will be through Howden on 2nd May 2019.  The route is different this year, using Hailgate rather than Flatgate.  This was seen as a positive as it was felt that some business missing out last year would be included this year.  The junior schools and infant school was also directly on the route.  Cllr Martinson was arranging for an information letter to be sent to businesses in Howden and also residents directly on the route.

It was hoped that there would be land art in the Ashes this year and organising this was ongoing.


It was agreed that bunting be put up before Easter.  The Clerk was to gain clarification as to whether bunting could be put up on or near the Shire Hall due to elections.

1951.2
Tour Makers – it was agreed that the Council meeting room could be used as a hospitality lounge for the Tour Makers on the 2nd May.

1951.3
Funding for Tour de Yorkshire – It was agreed that an amount of £200 out of the Promoting Howden fund be used for TdY expenses.

1951.4
The next Events Group meeting would be held on 4th April at 7:30pm in the Town Council offices.
Min 1952
Safety
Due to illness, the safety inspections had not been carried out.  These would be carried out at the earliest opportunity.
Min 1953
Open Spaces Public Protection Order Review
The Clerk was instructed to contact ERYC to verify the areas prohibiting drinking and dog exclusion zones to ensure they include the correct areas of the Ashes, Derwent Park, Knedlington Walk and Carter Street play areas and any future development with play areas.
Min 1954
Elections
The Clerk briefed the members of the Council regarding deadlines for handing in their nomination forms should they wish to stand again.  The Clerk agreed to take the forms to County Hall on behalf of candidates.  The Election would take place on 2nd May 2019.
Min 1955
Spring Clean Up
Cllr Thackray was leading with this and clean ups were arranged for the following dates and times:-
Friday 26th April - 1 to 3pm, Saturday 27th April - 9 to 11am and Friday 10th May - 1 to 3 pm.  The Clerk was instructed to order 15 litter pickers.

Min 1956
Hours Spent by Councillors on Council Related Business
This was to stay on the agenda for the time being.
Min 1957
Report from ERY Cllr Bayram

Cllr Bayram reported the following:-

1957.1
Bunting – he believed that bunting COULD be put on the Shire Hall.  The Clerk was to seek clarification.
1957.2
He suggested to ERYC highways that they liaise with Mr Screeton re Cross Keys corner with a view to widening the path and improving the line of sight while they were undertaking the roadworks.

1957.3
Housing – ERYC were considering putting a lot more dwellings in Howden.

1957.4
Cllr Drury asked Cllr Bayram if he had any response to the question regarding Council tax abeyance for the terminally ill in terms of why would one resident get it and not another.  Cllr Bayram said he would follow this up.

Min 1958
March Accounts 
The monthly schedule for March was approved as per the attached sheet.
Min 1959
Date of Next Meeting 
16 April 2019.

The meeting ended at 8:50pm.
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Services/Goods provided £

Staff Costs 2,869.66      

Grounds + JBC Maintenance (708.74+424.70) 

1,133.44      

Town Bus 320.00        

Electricity for February 95.72          

Gas for February 143.48        

Duct tape (Derwent Park) 9.60            

Roadsweeper supplies 43.44          

Fuel Account 26.88          

Skips x 2 for Derwent Park 432.00        

Broadband and phone  77.87          

Broadband and phone  77.87          

Maintenance of Planters 99.84          

Water and sewerage charges 175.15        

Cleaning services 55.00          

5,559.95      

Headstones 61.20          

Headstones 162.40        

Headstones 61.20          

Burial fees 122.40        

Headstones 110.00        

517.20        

 

Approved by Council 19 March 2019.
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