HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Howden Town Council held on Tuesday 17 July 2018 at 7 pm in the Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden
Present:

Councillors C Burton, R Drury, R Hart, A Martinson, A Morris, H Pears, H Roberts (Chair), C Thackray, E Ward.
Apologies:

Councillors  R Blee, A Parkin, D Patrick, A Wilson.
In attendance:
Stephen Dillon – Howden AFC, Two members of the public and one member of the press.
Clerk:


Allison Milner 

The Chair opened the meeting by announcing the sad death of Mr John Watson.  John was an ex chair and ex Councillor for Howden Town Council and very widely respected both with current members of the Council, the Clerk and residents of Howden.  The Chair went on to say the John would be very much missed and his death was a sad loss to the community.  He also said that he would be attending John’s funeral on behalf of the Council

The Chair then requested that all present stand for a minute’s silence in respect of John.
Min 1817
Declaration of interest

1817.1  No interests were declared.

1817.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.

Min 1818
Minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on 19 June 2018
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Min 1819
Howden AFC

The Chair welcomed Stephen Dillon and invited him to address the members of the Council.
Mr Dillon reported that he was a fairly recent member of the Committee of Howden AFC.  He wished to point out firstly that the AFC was very well served by Mr Keith Tinkler who he believed had almost single handedly kept the club going for many years.  There was also a new Chair of the club – Nicola Claybourn.  It was the vision of the club to improve facilities for ALL sports in Howden as it was the hub for many villages.
The club currently had 10 footballs teams of varying age groups with lots of children and adults engaged.  The club was very grateful for the continued support of the Ashes and the Senior School but understood that neither venue, as they were, were ideal for football or sports pitches due to drainage problems and also the club was finding costs for these facilities prohibitive.

Mr Dillon went on to say that the club would like to offer girls and ladies football teams, disability teams and it aspires to be a sporting anchor, a hub for all sports being able to provide changing and playing facilities.
The Club requested that Howden Town Council continued its support for the vision when it came time to apply for funding, with letters of support, planning assistance and support and also providing information regarding pockets of potentially suitable land, new funding opportunities and also raising the profile of the club.

The Council agreed that it would support wherever possible and would also be willing to raise the profile of the club on its Facebook page, website, noticeboards and Town Council newsletters.

Min 1820
A One+ Integrated Highway Services.

Jonathan Baron from A One+ Integrated Highway Services and Matthew Johnfield from Freyssinet were welcomed and invited to address the members of the Council. Mr Baron reported that the two companies were responsible for the works to be commenced on Ouse Bridge – the replacement of bearings on the bridge with Highways England being the client. The aim was to work towards as few disruptions as possible with main work being undertaken overnight.  The road would be closed fully while the bridge would be jacked up between 8pm and 6am.  They expect to complete the works late 2019 / early 2020.
The two companies wanted to interact with the Town Council and wanted to agree ways of keeping information provided.  It was agreed that any emails sent would be published on Facebook and the Town Council website and also the Howden Community board on Facebook.  They also volunteered services to the community should there be any projects requiring help.  Any suggestions should be sent to the Clerk who would forward them to Mr Baron for consideration. 
Min 1821
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting.

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 3 July 2018 were received.

Min 1822
Action Log

1822.1
Safety Training – Ongoing – to be completed by 27 July 2018.
Min 1823
Ashes

The minutes from the Ashes meetings held on 21 May 2018 and 18 June 2018 were received.
Min 1824
Safety
The Chair reported a piece of equipment at Derwent play park was broken.  Kompan had been contacted and instructed to repair as soon as possible.
Min 1825
Promoting Howden

It was agreed that the Town Council would place a full page article in the Welcome to Hull and East Yorkshire Guide.  
Min 1826
Changing Place

Cllr Pears requested that the Council consider supporting a “Changing Place” within the Town.  This would provide a much needed facility in the area and also aid with Tourism and encouraging people to visit the Town who perhaps wouldn’t because of the lack of this particular facility, making the area accessible for all.  Cllr Pears had conducted research and funding was readily available if a location could be secured.  It was agreed that the Clerk approach ERYC with a view to negotiating on the piece of land adjacent to the current toilets on Charles Briggs Avenue.

Min 1827
17/03759/STPLF/STRAT/SL2
The following comments were submitted:-
“The Town Council objected in the strongest possible terms to this application for the following reasons:-

 

The proposal directly contravenes the design guidelines within the Howden Design Statement and ERYC Policy ENV-1 of the Local Plan.  The proposed plans do not follow the principles of “irregular disposition of houses, layout of roads preferably to be curved to produce interest and discourage speeding, varying roof shapes and heights, should permit some open views onto adjacent countryside and SOME CLEAR views of the Minster Tower”
Once again the whole approach directly contravenes ERYC Housing Strategy which states the Council directly itself “engage positively with local communities” when bringing a housing development into the planning application process.  There has been NO engagement.
Howden DOES NOT have the road infrastructure to cope with the traffic already passing through the Town (as ERYC have been actively allowing planning applications to pass which DIRECTLY involve more traffic for a number of years now).  The roads in Howden CANNOT cope with such a large addition to already large volumes of traffic.  The Town Council agrees with comments made by Mr Hasdell in that “Councillors and Officers have a legal obligation NOT to approve housing schemes that have a reasonable chance of making congestion and/or safety on existing local roads worse in situations in which existing congestion and/or safety are already acknowledged as problems”  The fact that ERYC does not acknowledge these problems certainly DO NOT mean they do not already exist!  Station Road and Flatgate are already MAJOR areas where congestion and volume of traffic are to the detriment of residents in those areas.
The Town Council supports the objections made the Ouse and Humber Drainage Board in that there is insufficient information to demonstrate how this proposal complies with Policy ENV6 of the East Riding of Yorkshire Local Plan Strategy Document (Adopted 2016), and the ERYC Combined Planning Note and Standing Advice on Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and Surface Water Drainage Requirements for New Development: Design and Maintenance (September 2016).
Despite ERYC promising the Town Council that the three developments for HOW A would be dealt with in a “joined up manner”, this is CLEARLY not the case.  If this had happened, a relief road would have been provided along with a substantial area to allow for sports grounds and facilities rather than each development giving an insignificant plot on each individual development when ERYC are very aware that Howden does not have a large enough plot of land elsewhere to support sports facilities. 
Unfortunately, once again, ERYC are more interested in meeting targets for numbers of houses than encouraging quality developments and enhancing the Town of Howden.”

Min 1828
Report from ERY Councillor Bayram 
Cllr Bayram provide reports on the following:-
1828.1
Was Howden in VHEY?  The Chair confirmed that the Town was represented by Visit Hull and East Yorkshire.
Min 1829
Correspondence.

The following correspondence was received and noted:-

1829.1
From a resident wanting to know when the full resurface from Hull Road to Pinfold Street would take place.  ERYC confirmed this would be the end of this financial year.
1829.2
From YAS requesting that the Town Council be responsible for ordering and the costs of the consumables.  
1829.3
From a resident questioning who and why the edges to some of the pathways and under hedge bottoms have been sprayed with weed killer.  Particularly on Parsons Lane.  It was confirmed that it was ERYC.  The Clerk was to respond to the query accordingly.

1829.4
From ERYC stating names which had been chosen for the Street name bank.  Any further suggestions for the name bank should be sent to the Clerk.

1829.5
From Mr O’Malley – freedom of information request asking for the Town Council to release information on any risk assessments or paperwork regarding the effects of Brexit.  The Clerk had responded that the Town Council did not have such risk assessments.

1829.6
From a resident of Derwent Avenue expressing concern that children were climbing on his garage roof.  The Clerk had responded and requested that he contacts ERYC as the garages belong to them and also report the incident to the police on 101.

1829.7
From Cllr Morris – re grass cutting on the cycle path on Buttfield Road.  The Cllr had contacted ERYC again to ensure the grass gets cut for the sake of safety.
Min 1830
July Accounts

The accounts for July were approved as per the attached sheet.
Min 1831
Members’ reports on Council related activity since last meeting.

The Clerk requested that Councillors email the Clerk with their monthly activities and a rough guide of how long they had spent on Council related activities.  This would then provide a useful tool to estimate savings to the Town by Councillors undertaking tasks that would normally be contracted out.
Min 1832
Date of Next Meeting

21 August 2018.

The meeting ended at 9:03 pm.
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Services/Goods provided £

Staff Costs 2,880.31      

Grounds + JBC Maintenance (408.74+424.70)

1,133.44      

Town Bus 400.00        

Electricity for June 100.56        

Gas for June 3.51            

Broadband and phone 81.00          

Fuel Account 73.31          

JBC Water charges 12.35          

Water and sewerage charges 66.62          

Email hosting annual fee 259.20        

Cleaning Services 72.00          

Goole Times Subscription 6.30            

5,088.60      

JBC burial fees 102.00        

102.00        

 

Approved by Council 17 July 2018.


Page | 190

