HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Tuesday 7 July 2017 at 7:15 pm in the Town Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden DN14 7AE.
Present: 
Councillors R Drury (Chair), R Hart, A Morris, H Roberts, C Thackray,  A Wilson
Apologies:
Councillors C Burton, A Shone

Clerk:

Allison Milner

Min 435
Election of Chair
Cllr Hart nominated Cllr Drury as Chair of the Amenities Committee, seconded by Cllr Thackray.  Cllr Drury accepted the nomination.  There being no other nominations, Cllr Drury was elected as Chair.

Min 436
Election of Vice Chair

It was agreed that, in line with past practice, a Vice Chairman would not be elected and should one be required, would be selected from the body of the committee at that time.

Min 437
Declaration of interest

437.1
No interests were declared.

437.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.

Min 438
Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the meeting of 9 May 2017 were approved as a true record.

Min 439
Derwent Play Park


439.1
The Clerk reported that the bucket swing had been repaired but had no idea who by.  HAGS/RSS were to visit the park on 13 July to inspect to see if it was deemed safe.
439.2
Cllr Thackray reported a rotten “shelf” on the Castle.  It had fallen through as he had tested its safety.  The Clerk was instructed to ask HAGS to look at this when they inspected the swing on 13 July.
439.3
Cllr Roberts reported that a kick board around the Castle piece of equipment was missing, leaving some nails as a safety hazard.  He had removed the nails and made safe.  It was agreed that the top layer of kick board could be removed as it was no longer necessary as the area was not holding sand any more.

Min 440
Marsh Review

Summer works to be ongoing – grass cutting and bramble/weed cutting back.
Min 441
Minster Railings

Works currently ongoing with the painting of the Minster Railings.
Min 442
Roadsweeping
442.1 
Following complaints about the general litter in the Town Centre, it was agreed to allocate an extra 8 hours per week, to be used at the Clerks or Chair of Amenities discretion to allow for extra roadsweeping or handyman duties.
442.2
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to all Town Centre Traders reminding them of their duty to keep their shop fronts tidy and litter free and encouraging them to have a “clean up” outside at the close of business.

442.3
Cllr Roberts suggested the purchase of an electric road sweeper to aid in roadsweeping process.  It was agreed to request a demonstration in the first instance, followed by a trial period of use before discussing pricing options and making recommendations to Council.  Cllr Roberts was to arrange this.
Min 443
High Street Fund

443.1
An informal meeting had been held between Vic from the Shire Hall, the Clerk, Cllr Roberts and Leigh Johnson from the Renaissance Team at ERYC as a follow up from the High Street Fund award.  It was felt that more could be done to engage with businesses in the Town and the idea of a breakfast club meeting was discussed.  Leigh had suggested that they were very successful and potentially a valuable activity for Howden.  This would encourage networking, the opportunity for the population of the Your Howden website on the day and also include speakers – with various different topics to be presented.  In the first instance, a speaker to discuss Tourism and encouraging footfall and visitors was being pursued.  Cllr Roberts requested that Town Council meet the costs of a Business Breakfast, to be held at the Shire Hall on 3 August.  Approximately £300.  The Committee agreed to recommend to Council that these funds should be released from the Promoting Howden reserve.

443.2
Yorkshire Wolds & Beyond brochure – the Clerk had approached HSBC to see if they would once again sponsor a page for Howden in this publication.  HSBC declined, saying there sponsorship was a one-time offer only and would not be repeated.  It was agreed to recommend to Council that the cost of £850 + VAT be covered from the Promoting Howden reserve.

Min 444
Council Equipment

444.1
A letter from ERYC had been received regarding the bin and the bench outside of the old public toilets on Bridgegate.  They require removing as the premises had been sold.  The bench belongs to the Town Council and it was agreed that members would remove the bench as soon as possible and discuss re-siting to another place.  The bin belongs to ERYC and the Clerk was instructed to request that ERYC re-site it to outside the Co-op in the Market Place (opposite the Wellington Pub), as the area was often littered.
444.2
Cllr Drury requested that the Council purchase an off-set flail mower.  The cost of this from RD Webster would be £1250 + VAT (this was at a sale price of £1800 reduced from £2000 and included a trade in of £550 for the old flail mower).  It was agreed that the old flail mower no longer did a decent job.  As the tractor was cheaper than expected, there was still money available in the budget for equipment.  Cllr Roberts proposed that the equipment be trialed in the first instance.  This was agreed and providing it worked suitably, it would be purchased.  Cllr Drury and Wilson were to arrange the trial.
Min 445
Date of next meeting

12 September 2017.
The meeting closed at 8:40 pm.



