HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Howden Town Council held on Tuesday 18 July 2017 at 7 pm in the Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden
Apologies:

Councillors A Morris, D Patrick, A Shone, C Thackray.

Present:

Councillors R Blee, C Burton, R Drury, R Hart, A Martinson,  H Pears, H Roberts (Chair), E Ward, A Wilson.
In attendance:
One member of the Press, Ward Cllr C Bayram.
Clerk:


Allison Milner 

Min 1629
Declaration of interest

1629.1  No interests were declared.

1629.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.
Min 1630
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 20 June 2017
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.  Cllr Burton asked the Chair for permission to speak regarding Minute number 1625.3.  Cllr Burton expressed personal disappointment that comments were made at the previous Council meeting suggesting that the Council did not do enough to promote the town and hold events.  She explained that the primary role of the Council was to make decisions and administrate its duties, not fund raise or hold events.  She went on to say that Council members were extremely active and saved the Council and council tax payers thousands of pounds a year by undertaking maintenance jobs in the Town, in their own time, free of charge and this in itself was extremely valuable and underappreciated. The majority of Town and Parish Councils would contract out such jobs. Alongside these activities, the Council hosts a very successful and loved annual Christmas fayre and supports a number of organisations in the background without seeking publicity or thanks. Cllr Burton was thanked by fellow members of the Council for these words.
Min 1631 
Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 4 July 2017

The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Min 1632
Action Log

1632.1

Bus Shelter – ongoing. 

1632.2

Topple Testing – ICCM advise 5 yearly stability inspections.  Those memorials between the heights of 500mm and 1500mm ONLY, which have passed hand pressure tests, should be topple tested. The tester has been calibrated.  Cllr Drury and the Clerk are to inspect the Minster graveyard and the Cemetery and put together a plan for those needed topple testing and those needing just the hand pressure tests.
1632.3
Chain of Office – The Clerk has contacted a local historian and is in the process of getting something drawn up.  Then three quotes will be obtained and passed to Cllr Bayram to discuss further with a potential benefactor.
1632.4
Derwent Drain – Smells etc reported to EA and also ERYC.  The Clerk stated that she had started to receive calls complaining of the smells again.  She had informed callers to report the issues both to the EA and the ERYC.  There is to be a meeting held between Cllr Roberts, the Environment Agency, Ouse and Humber Drainage Board and ERYC in September to try to address responsibility for this once and for all.
1632.5
Sand Castle at Derwent Park – this was becoming unsafe due to age and wear and tear.  The Clerk asked that this be removed as soon as possible for safety purposes.  Cllr Roberts had also made safe some protruding nails as part of the top kickboard around the soft pour around the Sand Castle had broken off.  It was agreed that the top layer of kick board would be removed.  Suitable replacements for the equipment and a plan for refurbishing the play park would be discussed in the next Amenities meeting.

1632.6
Litter bin and bench outside the old public toilets on Bridgegate – ERYC had requested that these be removed as the building had now been sold.  The bin belonged to ERYC so the Clerk had requested that this be re-sited near the Market Place Co-op, on Bridgegate.  Members of the Council were to move the bench and agreed that it would be ideally placed at the Bus Stop on Bridgegate near the War Memorial.  The Clerk was to check with ERYC that this would be acceptable.
Min 1633
Minutes of the following Committee Meetings 
The minutes of the following Committee meetings were received and recommendations agreed.
1633.1
Planning Committee meeting held on 4 July 2017.

1633.2
Amenities Committee meeting held on 11 July 2017.

Min 1634
Minutes of the Ashes Meeting

The minutes from 15 May and 19 June 2017 had not yet been received from the Ashes.  Cllr Martinson reported that there had been a good session of fund raising in June.  The Ashes were considering the options for trialing a temporary skate park but behaviour of some youths in the park were causing problems.
Min 1635
Safety
1623.1
The bucket swing had been damaged; the Clerk was looking into the repair/replacement of it.

1623.2
Marsh – fallen trees.  Members of the Council have removed them.

No further safety concerns were noted.

Min 1636
Derwent Park
It was decided to remove the Sand Castle as soon as possible to make the site safe.  The Clerk was to investigate funding available from S106 and obtain catalogues for play equipment to be discussed at the next Amenities meeting.
Min 1637
Promoting Howden

The Chair presented a brief summary on the follow up meeting held with Leigh Johnson from ERYC regarding the High Street Fund.  It was agreed that the Council would pay for a “breakfast meeting” to be hosted at the Shire Hall.  The aim of this was to encourage Traders and local business owners to get together and discuss ways forward for promoting the Town and also discuss issues faced.  Helen Hoult from ERYC had agreed to act as speaker.  It would also give businesses the opportunity to look at the Your Howden website and also add entries whilst there.  The Chair thanked Cllr Morris for spending time on the Your Howden website sorting out many of the problems.
Min 1637
Strategic Planning Applications

The Council agreed comments for submission on the applications as follows:-

1637.1
17/02044/STPLF – Erection of industrial/distribution building (B2 and/or B8 use), office (B1 use) and car parking, pick-up/delivery area, vehicle wash area with associated hard/soft landscaping and infrastructure at Unit 3 Ozone Park, Howden.


It was agreed to support the application.
1637.2
17/02265/STOUT – Erection of Residential Development (up to 175 dwellings) at Land West of Howden Parks, Selby Road, Howden.

It was agreed to object as per the comments submitted for the proposed Bellway Development (17/01720/STPLF) – on the same grounds or wider transport issues, piecemeal planning, flooding issues, transport problems, amenity land and schools and amenities.  The Clerk was to draft a response for approval at a special meeting to be held on Tuesday 25th July with this application as the sole agenda item.
Min 1638
Report from ERY Councillor Bayram

Cllr Bayram reported on the following items:-
1638.1
Knedlington speed petition – ERYC Officers to inspect/monitor the area and submit a report.

1638.2
Northern Rail had been approached regarding the Station car park.  Ongoing.

1638.3
Complaints of noise received at the McArthur Stone complex on Charles Briggs Avenue.

1639.4
Cllr Bayram was questioned about Planning applications, where Members had overruled ERYC Officers’ recommendations.  His response was that Ward Members sitting on the Planning Committee had more experience in these matters than the Planning Officers.  The Council expressed concern over these comments.

Min 1639
Correspondence

The following correspondence was noted:-
1639.1
From Howden Medical Centre informing that the proposed merger with Gilberdyke Health Centre was no longer under discussion.

1639.2
From Howden Show expressing thanks for the Tractor/Driver at the show.  

Min 1640
July Accounts

The accounts for July were approved as per the attached sheet.
Min 1641
Members reports on Council-related activity since last meeting.
1641.1
Cllr Hart – Neighbourhood Plan Meeting

1641.2
Cllr Drury – Grass cutting on the Marsh

1641.3
Cllr Pears – Knedlington petition.

1641.4
Cllr Martinson – Ashes

1641.5
Cllr Ward – Ashes

1641.6
Cllr Burton – Standards Committee Meeting

1641.7
Cllr Roberts – Marsh tree cutting, Neighbourhood Plan meeting.

Min 1642
Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 15 August 2017.

The meeting ended at 8:30 pm.
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Services/Goods provided £

Staff Costs 2,696.03      

Grounds + JBC Maintenance (675.41 + 398.45)

1,073.86      

Town Bus 400.00        

Electric for June 106.41        

Repay Clerk for postage 10.26          

Gas for June 13.39          

Office Phone (June) 44.96          

Broadband (quarterly) 115.20        

Maintenance of Planters 99.84          

Works to meeting room, external brickwork and gutters 4,428.00      

Calibration of Topple tester 180.00        

Ball pin for cutter 22.91          

Printer toner, notebooks, file dividers 112.24        

Annual membership fee 906.40        

Fuel Account 31.22          

paintbrushes/white spirit/ "no rust"for Minster railings 67.15          

Mileage to and from Hornsea (accounts to auditor) 32.85          

Goole times subscription 9.60            

Post & Insurance for Topple tester 28.28          

Cleaning services 67.50          

Total Payments 10,446.10    

Receipts

Refund of Youth Workers insurance 19.02          

JBC Burial Fees  367.20        

JBC Headstones  61.20          

Total Receipts 447.42        
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