HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Howden Town Council held on Tuesday 21 March 2017 at 7 pm in the Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden
Apologies:

Councillors R Blee, C Burton, R Hart, A Martinson, D Patrick, A Wilson.

Present:

Councillors R Drury, A Morris, H Pears, H Roberts (Chair), A Shone, E Ward.
In attendance:
ERY Councillor C Bayram and one member of the Press.  




Karen Wood - Rural Communities Officer East Riding of Yorkshire Council. 




Sarah Carr – Planning Manager, Bellway Homes.
Clerk:


Allison Milner 

Min 1572
Declaration of interest

1572.1  No interests were declared.

1572.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.
Min 1573
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 21 February 2017
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Min 1574
Spaldington Wind Farm Community Fund

Karen Wood from the ERYC Rural Team attended to give a briefing on the Spaldington Wind Farm Community Fund.  This team is to deal with rural issues and respond to government consultations from a rural perspective.  It also provides a service to companies who wish to provide funds to groups in rural areas.  There is no legal duty for developers to provide community funds.  Spaldington Wind Farm has been completed and has offered funding.  This funding is based on the megawatt capacity of the wind farm for the lifetime of the planning consent.  This would be £17,625 per annum.  As it is year one this year and is part way through the year, the fund available would be approximately £13,800 and then £17,625 for subsequent years.  The money available will be deposited with the ERYC there is to be a decision making body to be set up to decide how the money is spent.  It will be a local panel of individuals who have the role of dispersing the money under a set of guidelines set down by Falck.  These are to promote educational, environment, energy efficiency, amenity and to specify the community in a set area around the wind farm.  Howden Town Council were asked if it wished to nominate a representative to sit on this body which was to be made up of at least five people – likely to be one ward councilor, one representative from Falck and representatives from three parishes.

It was agreed that the Council would nominate two members (in case one member was unavailable to attend a particular meeting) – and this would be done at the April Town Council meeting.

The Chair thanked Ms Wood for providing the information and she left the meeting. 
Min 1575
Bellway Homes

Sarah Carr, Planning Manager from Bellway Homes (Yorkshire Region) attended to provide an overview of its proposed development on land north of Selby Road – for around 300 homes.  The site has been allocated for housing in the East Riding Local Plan and already has consent for new homes.  The scheme would include new roads, open space and landscape planting.  Bellway would hope to submit the planning application in May and have been working closely with the environment agency to mitigate against flooding and provide a sound drainage solution on the development.  The land is currently fenced off to allow for flood risk assessment and ground investigations to take place.  They will also be undertaking transport assessments, traffic surveys and assessments for development traffic.  The development would provide 25% affordable housing as per ERYC requirements.  Cllr Drury did point out that ERYC said they would be willing to accept 10% affordable housing if developers would provide a relief road but this stance has now changed with ER stating that a relief road is not a requirement.  The Council expressed extreme disappointment that developers were being allowed to proceed without provision for a much needed relief road and stated that Howden has been let down once again by ERYC.  
Cllr Pears asked if Bellway would consider adding a skate park to their outside areas as it is something often asked for by the young people of Howden and currently there is no available land for one to be built.  Ms Carr said she would take this back to Bellway for consideration.
There is to be a public exhibition to be held on Tuesday 4th April 2017 in which people are encouraged to drop in any time between 4pm and 7:30pm.  There is also a website in which comments can be left – www.bellway-howden.co.uk.

The Town Council would encourage as many people as possible to attend the drop in sessions to get further information, ask questions and make their comments known.

The Chair thanks Ms Carr for the presentation and she left the meeting.

Min 1576
Action Log

1576.1

Bus Shelter – ongoing. 
1576.2

Topple Testing – Stone mason advised against topple testing as a method of safety testing.  The 
Clerk is to take advice from the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management.
1576.3
Chain of Office – Civic Office declined to give the chain to HTC. Cllr Bayram said that engaging a benefactor might be the way forward to purchasing a new one.
1576.4
Definitive Map – rights of way.  The Clerk had spoken to Mark Drydale (ERYC) who agreed to send updates when available.

1576.5
Your Howden Website – The Clerk confirmed the Jayne Beatty had been given admin details.  The Chair also said that Vicky at the Shire Hall would help administer.

1576.6
Letter of Complaint to ERYC – has been acknowledged by ERYC.

1576.7
Letter to Traders re car park permits – distributed by the Clerk and the Chair.

Min 1577
Minutes of Committee Meetings.

The minutes of the following Committee Meetings were received:-
1577.1
Planning held on 7 March 2017.

1577.2
Amenities held on 14 March 2017.

Min 1578
Safety

The Clerk reported some tree works had been organized on the Marsh due to a willow overhanging a resident’s property and also a tree which required a large branch removing in order to prevent swings being hung from it.  This was due to happen on 12 April 2017.  No other safety issues were noted on the monthly Marsh and Minster Grounds inspection.
Min 1579
Vacancy for a Town Councillor
There had been three applications for co-option and that an election would be held by show of hands. Each successful candidate required the votes of a clear majority of those present, ie, half the members present plus one, which meant four votes.  Craig Thackray was elected.  
Min 1580
Selby Road

It was agreed to submit a petition to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for Transport and Environment requesting the consideration of a 40mph limit between Barn Hill and “The Knoll”.  Wording to be agreed with Asselby and Barmby and then the petition to be distributed for signature collection.
Min 1581
War Memorial
The Clerk had received quotes for the repair works to be carried out on the War Memorial.  Funding was still available from the War Memorials Trust with funding available of up to 75% of eligible costs with a normal maximum grant of £30,000.  The Clerk was awaiting advice from the Trust as to whether a structural test would be needed.
Min 1582
CPZ/Car Parking

Correspondence had been received from Paul Bellotti in Nigel Pearson’s absence.  He acknowledged the Town Council complaint and also acknowledged that it was the Town Council and the Traders who had first made proposals to them regarding reduced price car park permits for traders and their employees.
As a result of our feedback they have stated that if more than 20 permits are required by Traders and employees other than PA, they will accommodate them.  To date, there had been 13 requests for permits from businesses other than PA.  These permits are also to be available to residents or commuters wishing to park in the car parks.
Min 1583
Report from ERY Councillor Bayram
Cllr Bayram provided brief reports on the following:-
1583.1
CPZ Review – final consultation letters would be sent out shortly and providing there were no major objections, ERYC would commence with the Traffic Regulation Order which would allow works to commence.  Cllr Shone asked Cllr Bayram if he had asked ERYC why PA were given priority in the first place, as he had previously stated he would ask the question.  If PA desperately wanted the car park permits, they could pay the £400 per annum, the same as Traders had been advised when they initially contacted Helen Firth.  Cllr Bayram was unable to answer this.
1583.2
Civic Society – The Heritage Centre is due to be open in the old HSBC building on Good Friday.
Min 1584
Correspondence
The following correspondence was received and noted:-

1584.1
From PCSO Simon Smith – Howden ASB stats.
1584.2
From HEYwoods Partnership Manager re Spaldington Airfield Windfarm Tree Planting Fund & Sixpenny Wood Windfarm Tree Planting Fund.

Min 1585
March Accounts

The accounts for March were approved as per the attached sheet.
Min 1586
Members’ reports on Council-related activity since the last Council meeting
1586.1
Cllr Ward – Ashes, Ashes/TC meeting, North Howden Station.
1586.2
Cllr Drury – Christmas lights.
1586.3  Cllr Wilson – Tree works on Marsh, Christmas Lights.
1586.4
Cllr Morris – Christmas lights, Ashes/TC Meeting.


1586.5
Cllr Pears – Ashes/TC Meeting.

Min 1587
Motion to Exclude Members of the Public and Press

It was resolved to exclude members of the public and press due to confidential nature of the following item.
Min 1588
Report to Members

It was resolved to approve the proposal to initiate the steps for creating a Neighbourhood Plan and to accept recommendation made from the Planning Meeting.

Min 1589
Motion to re admit members of the public and press
It was agreed to re admit members of the public and press.

Min 1590
Date of Next Meeting

Wednesday 26 April 2017.

The meeting ended at 9:04 pm.
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Payments for Services/Goods provided £

Staff Costs 2,586.70    

Grounds + JBC Maintenance (675.41 + 398.45)

1,073.86    

Town Bus 320.00       

Electric for February 100.67       

Gas for February 131.55       

Office Phone (February) 37.55        

Fuel account 12.39        

Filing sander & belts (Minster Railings) 181.24       

110v Transformer (Minster Railings) 65.99        

Domain names 67.12        

Cleaning Services 100.80       

4,677.87    

Receipts

JBC - Headstones 102.00       

Room hire 20.00        

Office Hire 1,200.00    

1,322.00    

 

Approved by Council 21 March 2017
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