HOWDEN TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Howden Town Council held on Tuesday 21 February 2017 at 7 pm in the Council meeting room, 17 Bridgegate, Howden
Present:

Councillors R Blee, C Burton, R Drury, R Hart, A Martinson, A Morris, D Patrick, H Pears, H Roberts (Chair), A Shone, E Ward, A Wilson.
In attendance:
ERY Councillor C Bayram and one member of the Press.
Clerk:


Allison Milner 

Min 1556
Declaration of interest

1556.1  No interests were declared.

1556.2
No dispensations were requested/granted.
Min 1557
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17 January 2017
The minutes of the above meeting were approved as a true record.
Min 1558
Action Log

1558.1

Bus Shelter – ongoing. 
1558.2

Crumbling gravestone – The crumbling stone has been laid flat for safety reasons.  The gravestone which is face down will be turned over in due course.
1558.3
Definitive Map – Cllrs Wilson and Drury have signed a statement indicating that there has never been a formal right of way off Knedlington Road near the Cemetery through to the Marsh and that there were in the past fences and also signs indicating private property.  The Clerk was instructed to request an update on the status of this.
1558.4
Spaldington Wind Farm Fund – The Communities officer was unable to attend February’s Town council meeting.  The Clerk was instructed to invite her to attend in March.

1558.5
Chain of Office – Cllr Bayram reported that the Town Council could possibly have a benefactor to acquire a new chain of office.  He reported that it was very unlikely that the Town council would be able to have the original Howdenshire chain back.
Min 1559
Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting.

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7 February 2017 were received.
Min 1560
Minutes of the Ashes Trust Meeting
The minutes of the Ashes meeting held on 16 January 2017 were received.  Councillors were reminded that the joint Ashes/TC meeting would be held on 1 March 2017 for anyone wishing to attend.
Min 1561
Safety

The Clerk reported erosion on the dyke bank on the path from the Marsh to Selby Road with a make shift bridge and rubble in the dyke bottom – it was agreed that this would be dealt with when the paths were repaired.  It was also agreed to ask the field owner for permission to put a “Private Land – no right of way” on the tree where dog walkers cross the dyke onto his field.  Cllr Wilson also commented that the land owner would be happy for the branch which is used to make swings to be removed.
Min 1562
Meeting with ER Officers
The Chair provided feedback to the Members of the Council on the following meetings:-

1562.1
Meeting with Mark Jessop – Principal Transport Policy Officer


The Chair and the Clerk met with Mark Jessop on 19th January to discuss any further options and developments for Town Centre traffic issues.  The local transport plan has funds for dropped kerbs in Howden and the Town Council should be consulted as to the location for these, also there are funds to create a cycle path from Longs Roundabout on Thorpe Road heading towards Holme on Spalding Moore.  The Chair also asked Mr Jessop about options available for the roads in Howden now that the A63 does not come through.  He said it would be possible, funding permitting, to put raised flat top crossings at certain locations in the Town.  This would control traffic speeds and allow for safer pedestrian crossings.  Mr Jessop is also heavily involved with the car parking issues at the Station in North Howden.  ERYC are under discussions with Arriva regarding the car parking with putting double yellows on the road being an option.  Arriva could improve the car park and charge for parking there.

Minster Court walk through may be revisited in the future. 

1562.2
David Hepworth – Parking Operations Manager


The Chair and the Clerk met with Mr Hepworth on 15 February to discuss parking enforcement in the Town.  The Chair pointed out the heavy handedness of the enforcers and the perceived inconsistent approach by them.  Unfortunately, the enforcers have very little flexibility in what they can do.  If people are unloading, for instance – they must not be away from the vehicle for more than five minutes, or they will be ticketed.  Mr Hepworth did say that people must appeal if they believe they have been ticketed incorrectly.  The Clerk asked if ER could provide her with a “list of the rules” in order to put the information on the noticeboard and newsletter.  It was also pointed out by Mr Hepworth that if anyone complains to them that parking isn’t being enforced, they automatically send officers out to do a full route – this is why they seem to be seen in Howden very regularly.  The Clerk did ask Mr Hepworth that enforcers spend a little more time looking to see what is actually happening rather than being so quick to issue tickets – especially when market stall holders are loading and dropping off.
Min 1563
Promoting Howden 

1563.1
Cllr Martinson reported that the meeting held on Wednesday 15 February was well attended with about ten organisations represented.  The SWOT responses were discussed and the next steps were to produce a list of the following:- What does Howden have?, What is missing in the Town?, Who are the key people?.  Cllr Martinson was thanked for her hard work so far.  Cllr Martinson and the Chair would meet to discuss further ways forward and make a strategy. 
1563.2
Clare Lennon and Jayne Beatty had kindly volunteered to help administrate the Your Howden website.  The Clerk was to provide them with the instruction manual and the log in details.

Min 1564
Selby Road

The Clerk had been approached by Asselby and Barmby parish Clerks with a request to send a joint letter to the ERYC regarding the speed limit and “caution” signage on the road between Boothferry Bridge roundabout and Barn Hill.  This was agreed and the Clerk was instructed to liaise with the other parish Clerks.

Min 1565
Keep Britain Tidy Campaign

There was to be a national “tidy up” campaign early March and the Council was asked if they wished to sign up for this.  As the timescale was very short, it was decided to think about a general tidy up and request volunteers a little later in the year.

Min 1566
CPZ/Car Parking

Members of the Council had been forwarded an email from ERYC regarding their car parks in Howden which stated that PA had already been offered 40 permits so they would not consider reducing the split to allow for more for the traders in the Town.  The Council strongly objected to this and the Clerk was instructed to write a letter of complaint on the Council’s behalf with a formal complaint at the procedure the ERYC department was using which allowed this to happen.  It was the Traders along with Cllr Shone who had approached ER over 18 months ago requesting these reduced price permits.  The Chair and the Clerk would also inform the traders that cheaper permits were to be available so they could register their interests.
Min 1567
Report from ERY Councillor Bayram
Cllr Bayram provided brief reports on the following:-
1567.1
Derwent Drain – this matter is still ongoing with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Environment Agency.
1567.2
Community Infrastructure Levy – policy documents were out for consultation.  At the moment there was no project monies coming into Howden but the Town Council should think in the future about applying to funds for major projects.
1567.3
Station Car Parking – Cllr Bayram had been discussing with ERYC the possibility of tarmacking the car park and users paying to park there.
1567.4
Cllr Bayram asked if the Council had considered raising a petition to ER regarding the traffic issues on the road between Barnhill and Boothferry Roundabout.  The Clerk would discuss this further with other parish Clerks.
Min 1568
Correspondence
The following correspondence was received and noted:-

1568.1
From Cllr Morris on behalf of a resident of the Meadows – reporting near miss on the cycle path with a pedestrian nearly being hit by a speeding vehicle on the road from Boothgate to Rix garage.  The Clerk had reported this to ERYC and their response was that there had been no reported accidents on the road which would warrant reducing the speed limit on the road from its current 60mph.
1568.2
From Humberside Police – crime stats for the period of 17/01/2017 to 20/02/2017.

1568.3
From a resident of Flatgate who had recently written to ERYC requesting the speed limit be reduced to 20mph on that road.  ERYC had responded that a reduction of the speed limit was not appropriate as Flatgate has a good safety record and no traffic calming measures would be introduced on the road to slow traffic down.
Min 1569
February Accounts

The accounts for February were approved as per the attached sheet.
Min 1570
Members’ reports on Council-related activity since the last Council meeting
1570.1
Cllr Ward – Ashes.
1570.2

Cllr Martinson – Ashes, Promoting Howden.

1570.3
Cllr Drury – Marsh works.
1570.4
Cllr Roberts – Promoting Howden, Marsh works.

1570.5
Cllr Hart – Marsh works, website.
1570.6  Cllr Wilson – Tree works on Marsh, Christmas Lights.
1570.7
Cllr Burton – Standards Committee.
1570.8
Cllr Morris – Promoting Howden.


1570.9
Cllr Pears – Promoting Howden.

Min 1571
Date of Next Meeting

To be decided.

The meeting ended at 8:50 pm.
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Services/Goods provided £

Staff Costs 2,586.70    

Grounds + JBC Maintenance (675.41 + 390.12)

1,073.86    

Town Bus 320.00       

Electric for January 113.51       

Gas for January 183.58       

Office Phone (January) 30.40        

Office Broadband 120.00       

Motor Insurance Renewal 136.00       

JBC Water bill 9.68          

Maintenance of plant display (December) 99.84        

Maintenance of plant display (January) 99.84        

Xmas Light plugs /string / extension lead 27.65        

Purchase of new Xmas lights 1,394.40    

Stationary 39.49        

Hire of Hall for Xmas Late Night Opening 150.00       

Xfer of PAG as instructed by ERYC 1,000.00    

Fire extinguisher annual service 80.40        

Licence for Market Place Events 300.00       

Cleaning services 86.40        

Window Cleaning Services 15.00        

Xmas Lights Electricity reimbursement. 179.55       

8,046.30    

Receipts -            
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