
Reopening our High Street safely…
Following the Covid-19 pandemic, the Government, through the East Riding of Yorkshire Council, are promoting a 
number of initiatives to encourage residents and visitors to return to the area; to feel safe in public places; 
comply with social distancing guidance; and to encourage more cycling and walking where ever possible. 

The East Riding of Yorkshire Council is working with Howden Town Council to look at a number of options to open 
up Howden’s high street and to make it safe and accessible to pedestrians and cyclists. 

As you know we have very narrow pavements and parking bays alongside the narrow pavements which restrict 
social distancing, causing pedestrians to step out into the road to pass each other.  We also have small shops 
that have to restrict the number of people they can allow in at any one time, potentially causing a blockage on 
the pavements.  

There are still many people who are very worried about entering public places due to social distancing and the 
ongoing threats from the Covid-19 pandemic.  There are many people who visit Howden from neighbouring 
villages or further afield and we need to ensure they are encouraged to return to Howden and feel safe. 



Reopening our High Street safely…
During lockdown our streets were empty of vehicles, quiet and the air was cleaner and fresher.  We would like 
to encourage more people to walk and cycle around Howden and to encourage local residents to continue to 
support our local shops by shopping local.  

This is an opportunity to promote Howden as a friendly and safe place to walk or cycle to, and an opportunity 
for local business to encourage trade back to Howden.  

The options being considered are to encourage social distancing, giving residents and visitors confidence to visit 
the high street safely and to encourage residents and visitors to walk or cycle around Howden and to the town 
centre rather than just to ‘pop to the shops’ by car.  

There are a small number of parking bays in the town centre that are restricted to one hour parking but there 
are two public car parks within a very short walking distance that offer free half hour parking and there is on-
street parking close by. 



The options…

The options being considered are for an initial trial period, they need your support and are subject to the 
funding being made available from Government. 
  
If the option implemented does not work it will be removed after the trial period, however if it is felt to 
have been of benefit to the town centre it could be extended (both location and time) or it could become 
permanent.   

In all cases local businesses and residents will be consulted again towards 
the end of the trial period. 



Temporarily close Market Place to all vehicles 
from its junction with Bridgegate through to 
where it widens out in front of the market cross.  

Normal vehicle movements along Highbridge and 
around the market cross. 

This section of Market Place would become a 
pedestrian and cycle zone.  No deliveries would 
be allowed in the zone.  

This would give more space for pedestrians and 
cyclists and provide opportunities for local 
business to use the pedestrian and cycle zone, 
subject to licencing restrictions.
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Option 1 - Close  Market Place



Temporarily close Market Place and Highbridge to 
all vehicles from their junctions with Bridgegate 
and Hailgate.  

The town centre would become a pedestrian and 
cycle zone.  Deliveries would still be allowed via 
Highbridge (before 10am and after 4pm for example). 

Consideration could be given to ‘access only’ vehicle 
access at night and overnight parking for residents 
on Highbridge.  

This would give more space for pedestrians and 
cyclists and provide opportunities for local 
business to use the pedestrian and cycle zone, 
subject to licencing restrictions.

Option 2 - Close Market Place & Highbridge
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Temporarily close the parking bays on Market 
Place from its junction with Bridgegate through 
to where it widens out in front of the market 
cross.  The wider paths would be designated by 
bollards on both sides of the road.  

A one way system for vehicles from Bridgegate 
to the market cross would be implemented along 
this section of Market Place.  

This would give more space for social distancing 
in an area where it is most congested and also 
give some limited opportunities for businesses to 
use the wider pavements, subject to space and 
licencing restrictions.

Option 3 - Widen pedestrian access, Market Place

Bridgegate
Bridgegate

M
ar

ke
t P

lac
e

Hail
ga

te

H
ai

lg
at

e

High Bridge

Car
Park

Car
Park

Car
Park

Co-op
Car Park



Temporarily close all parking bays on Market 
Place and Highbridge from their junctions with 
Bridgegate and Hailgate.  

The wider paths would be designated by bollards 
on both sides of the road.  

A one way system through the town centre 
would be implemented.  

This would give more space for social distancing 
and also give some limited opportunities for 
businesses to use the wider pavements, subject 
to space and licencing restrictions. 
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Option 4 - Widen pedestrian access, MaRKET PLAce & Bridgegate



DO NOTHING 

- and just hope that our 
visitors return and that 
our residents stay safe!
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Option 5



Options 1 – 4 would require a Traffic Regulation Order, road signs, 
bollards or cones and, most importantly, an element of understanding 
from businesses and vehicle users that a pedestrian and cycle zone 
will encourage more residents and visitors to enjoy Howden and help 
us all stay safe during these challenging times. 

Please complete the feedback form and return it to Howden Town 
Council by 5 August 2020. 

Reopening our High Street safely…


